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Hard Times for Neutralists 

JF FROM A CrtRRESPONMJNT 1 vllYt IN l.dki - • . \ i 


rince SoilVAN'NA FHouma’s return from Europe t<’ 1 -»»**'• last 
JL week presents a last fragile hope ol a political settlement. 
The truth is that there is little positiv. enthusiasm lor .1 coalition 
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t^SWrclSfsBuS^ they have ivcarly abandon ':! hope ol achieving wbat 
iTO rak'-ty Vfitlifruy mifatIL' The I'.tPut Lao hare long known 
W’Xfetiricam Hftmld never af'.-w- 'hem a complete military 
Vityof^r ila Tabs srnife .this would nm 'mb have 11 shattering effect 
. di^'Sh/nfcsc' morale; but would make the reinforcement and supply 
' iit'thc'VictctihB gricHillas in 'South Vietnam much easier. Hence 
the Father fr^a'b/rvCt'Ctosiitemly supported the id.M cf-a Som.mria 
^dvi¥nWclif; , 'V'‘ttt though they would have only a o-nr'or of the 
«3titn&‘ poMfiotfs. " 1 , ' 

"'Tfre'.^Pafhei l.ao’havr' another 'n-astm for their s-cenung trv'dera- 
nb»? irhtiyl'kiStwV 'thb' 'they are infinitely 'better organised, poHri- 
.'jflly ; 'speHk’in^; than.'th’cff neutralist allies. • At a recent cease-fire 
rftmivvfssiry - celebtjat ?*// s: Jn' the Plaint ties J arret, ;r meeting was 
. addressed juin’.ly by" Phene PiioograWnn. deputy to Prince 
StinVami::. and !-v ‘NbuTttk. the chief Pathet l.ao liaison officer at 
1 he n.-utr *;i-ts‘ >. pual of Khang Khav. The largest meeting hall 
holds unit so- p.ople. a'! of whom dutifuilv applauded both the 

moth t.iU phi as. s t-i Pli no Pho a an, ,u‘.J the '•pc *ch ol Nouhak. 

w)i;J, mend. : ;,kc e Katn • i;u..v. gtautiie. .a*y. The igm/icaur 
aa, that 1 iw. n. iti.- .., •• a , Ii.mjv. * .)!» •';> hi imincdinie 

a.i rdy iKV. wlllLl S. t . . •! . 1 . i . net I ao s,ve,h eie a! once d.s- 
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- ijlid that most observers do not, ^o c -apt this rdjflr view. ! 
<* 1-haijjceiOf ramb# _f corO unlstF takeover for More than. 
yMhtr tirV perifepf (liilv liitS-wtyP- Ate Piithet listo gra^. ■ 
organist! ion is guod : almost certainly they Would "do well t 
-election. .P.U-jJl the conditio ns of enu ring 2 coalition 
perhaps be the postpuiiernetu “ViPt'lccuons fulsome con-M 
time. 

All to;., howev.r, is Somewhat hvpotlut cal. Clen. ta! I’iv 
, is ..still hoping to jvrsuadg’ the Americans to inters cue n" v •• 

1 > in tf»e<ci>il t-ar.i- PIilS olliciul Ameruan view is that, quite a: 


I be youtig nes.*-o.* ■■ . ...mmamvis, '.eliosc 1 t. lvn'1, smart and 
vyyll>\isy;ptun:d. ,U'ia. t..ii lli.y arc not o/inmuttj^ts; or even 
fylljnyptrayeikis. I f...y pnmi on: that they deaivg ajll their military 
supplies, .ati.i ey.n load, from communist ■sou ecs ; bow, thni ■..m 
^’SiCTf'/K 1,1 adc. j'r. s.tvy Vietnamese - t.aeh v !> ? ihey claim, 
appapfttplv with y utailic.itiou, that Uicfi ai.ny .tv entirely loyai is' 
J’rjpcg Souvanna . but th,y agi .,c- t.ltai 'lie longer. 1 oaliuon is 
delayed, the more likely .they ‘are to be merged with the l’.itly.t 
L.ao. , Should full-scale civil war be resumed, some of tlv ne.mra- 
mi s^libll tic.il leaders' would go into ! e.v'li , hu: 'heir army would. 
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lists'' boUtic.il UlUlcrs wOtdd'go imo’e.vh. bm Metr arms wuuld. pa run u 010 prtw. m rn. r,ur« 
fight; Agiun l General Huiutni' . WVM should 'sfflfre tt 

■".l'.d/>king ahead, the ncufi'alists ilaim that ov.wt of Ibc Pulhyl^l ya ealtobred h'l of a^oahtion g 
rank arid tile arc l.ao lit st and fruemrist. and that communist ide- - * “ ' " ' >J 

Ology )s*'tutiui'.tlh repugnant to he l.ao feniporamem. "Ilie 
Oeuti'aiists claim undeclared allies among some of the Vienliiind 
pdlitict.nis,, Who ate. keeping as aloof a' they can from the I’houmP 
Botin Oum regime. Togclhcr.frheu* young men .av, they could 
prevent the country going communist, though they would, of 
■i course, hg quite happy to have diplomatic : el. tin- is with Hanoi and 
f’eking. is with neighbouring Camhodia. 

According to this optimistic theoiy. the Ansti .ii. ’ b t weapon, 
yncc a coalition were formed, Would b. no: ir f-'ur 'igh: 
nominated members of lhc noveii!tn,ni. but lie givinp 0 ! linjJ^nl 
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mlnh. 1 hoy also koovy that the lighting which preceded the d: 
collapse of the royalist forces at Kam 1'ha was in fact pt> v -- 
by, ( ieneral Phtniipj. NcvertlijJess, discipline among the v.v ■ 
kinds ol Ainerictin 'represent tttlvff; and adfi^ert in'Vie»rrhnii,,ta ' 1 
b :ter than a y, ,<r ago, is- sriil 'poor, artll ; '(U*h?rsjl , i , ^4iimi ku- 
that he has many secret sympathiser^ |n the C.tilftal ! 1nte?lie 
Au,o. v .md among American "milinrjt pcrsofirtHc"* 

•' ■ ,,y 

it; t 1 1 ns' the Americans- lirsr tried, in Jamnirvi togdt'thr Wnn - 
VV government to enter a coalition on U frrt.s IWScSptkMc to I’m. 
Siiuttituia and the" Pa 'lie: '.ao, they cut till - thi-’ CObnomie .it,’. 

million a memh. but ahev cntitiimcd mililatTya^dd and tlw ■ 
of their-'* White Star" te-ani, who inftfet, K •fcoT-!ff<«f»«'rv. 
pan in itcuial 'lighting. • 1'htis fleiidhtl -PhbutnP <Kl4 tvii 'inch'- • 
to take fhc economic sanctions too 'siflotiSlylh t^sd? Jf " 

He kliow* dial he himself and 't lle'-fnrcfgp : ifiiRt*Mir,' 'K ham 
PanVR. tire the onlv nt. inhets oi' t ho VK'nVitt/fC'Jgoy^ rtihv.’m ‘ •: 
imaccc pttable •!!»• onlv to the Pnthct'Lstd IVtlClllcii neutrai 

Run if, f<>r f. .fin's -al e. h, .veto giwii all utlrciyi ’^->cr«JKi(vtv t, 
eoali'ion govn iim -1 .■ . ..i- \ usonal wuilmriiy would L be gime for . 
ir is therefore Ik. 1 ■ iit.ii <icnei,'il I’ltoumi Will fdiist qji .nice r 
m force him im>* ., .mn”" p'-’.-n'iog'bvgo fntri'^.vile il ’*b tn'm 
nea-tlsary, but ht'.i- 'ig- ha .•> the lasfr%jbfiil , nt’^M/, ! AWS:i , ic5nis •... 
have Oo Id f.vi, dmp the •} 1 arc.-mait' full ■ |, f 
for the- Vientiane r- g'iTH'. ’ . t Etrtbf .ttjsi (W liv-cH 

Prospects for a Laos, settlement, thcdifhVi; St^'Wit vWv’bi • 
The partition suggciti'oh nvade by Sdnai(i/, I^ocW ! tei 5 fp(ite : imn 
ricable: ' Each side hua- pockets bP tfifll/iWce 'WifWiP the Ten -, 
generally contioilcd by Ihef /itherj 'Kd atflltt^Rl^llinti frontier c ■, 
poisihly-bc divfced in <o .th'omihtifmvrt^Wi'Wd&cRtlJVCRUntrs . 1 
Actlifiori ncgoHittons should WfcaV Hide 

Putiief I.ao. The ' iicuYra! iwtfe -ift' l #li** irtf^^ln 
Anyone vvho has feden ibJefio cbhtr3sf- 1 3^ , lci^hi j ta1 I f#trfrsnY^j v. ... 
iiatie Kith the dedii^u^fal&tidiifA .h^rfii?¥ l Wli^t feKb'^an ha-e ■ 
doubt of ’the ’eVcrinial rarfebitfev n bafj Atiiw * ' • . :• ■ • 

■e.'iitiftit,’ 1 with !, lrt iuc*akhiiaVlf ( 1c^l'4WWI®. 3! 4hutd' Lylfc.- 

halance : tmd'Aift fhcriv'nihhfrig^hb/U^P^ lull-SbMfe rtfiH.firv . 
panuh could pifeif, nP’rhc rc<'??af of'TafhcV''^1ab l ftc(7Wty. -*T]v) . i>. 
WVvt shiiuid sbiVe bo effniilt'W'titf^^' rtfil Iftifl t.ic o - 


pan on could pfW. ui-rhe rc< ; ??al 
Vi 'Vet slu.urd spiVe ito 
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